IMMANUEL’S

MESSENGER

DECEMBER 2023

WHAT IS HAPPENING THIS MONTH AT IMMANUEL

Rehearsals = Saturday, December 16
Choirs - 9:00am, Sunday School - 10:30am

Sunday School program =
Sunday, December 17, at 10:30am Worship

Candlelight Christmas Concert =
Sunday, December 17, 4:00 pm

Blue Christmas Worship =
Wednesday, December 20, 6:30 pm

Christmas Eve Worship =
Sunday, December 24th
11:00am, 4:30pm, and 6:30pm

Christmas Day Worship =
Monday, December 25th, 9:00am

Immanuel’s Sunday School children will be telling the
story of Jesus’ birth through the music and drama of A
Light for All the World on Sunday, December 17 at
the 10:30 worship service. The program features
Sunday School students as singers, narrators, angels,
shepherds, wise people, and of course the main
characters of Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus.

You are
encouraged to
invite your
family and
friends to this
spectacular
event!
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December 10th after the 10:30 service join us for
Christmas caroling to visit our homebound.

Please join us for the 68th '
Annual Candlelight Service
on December 17th, at
4:00pm.

You will hear readings for
Advent, musical selections
from Immanuel's Bell Choir,
the Faithful Men, and
Festival Choir. A reception :
will be held following the concert.

@ RaiseRight.
Formerly ShopWithcrip
IMMANUEL SCRIP CARDS - To
ensure receiving your scrip cards
BEFORE Christmas you have to place
your order by NOON on Tuesday,
December 12, 2023.



IMMANUEL'S BOOK CLUB
Wednesday, December 20th - 11:30am

The Book Club will meet on Wednesday, December 20, at 11:30 for lunch at Osaka Hibachi.Ramen.Thai, 100
E. Madison St., Watertown. Following lunch, we will meet at the church in the Youth Room to discuss The
Christmas Boutique by Jennifer Chiaverini, a Madison, WI author. Please bring along the titles and authors of
two or three books you would like to see us read next year.

. e No Need to be Formal There is no need for a formal photo shoot. If you have a
SU bmlt Your favorite photo from a recent vacation or holiday party, use it! Have a beloved
et? Include them in your family photo! We want our directory to reflect our
Photo forour ° J o Y

Immanuel family, and we want to see the real you!
NEW CHURCH Keep it Current You may have had your best hair 25 years ago, but we want
everyone to recognize you.

DI RECTO RY! e How to Take Your Photo Most smartphones today take photos that are just as
good as professional cameras, so feel free to use yours for your photo. Each
photo will be a square shape, so keep that in mind as you're capturing yours.
How to Submit Digital submissions are highly preferred. Please send your
photo to directory.immanuel@gmail.com. If you only have a printed copy,
please bring it to the church office. If you would like the photo returned, it
must be labeled.

We're Here to Help If you'd prefer that someone help you take your photo or

you have any questions, please reach out to the church office or Trevor Thom,
our Director of Congregational Life, at thomt.immanuel@gmail.com.

Q' E Thanks from the Properties Committee:
’iafn A Big Thank You to everyone that came out to help with the fall cleanup. We were a
small, but Mighty crew. Thanks to Tom Pugh, Rocky Bohlman, Elden Engelbrecht, Brian

yOu Hoffman, and our leaf collection specialist Carmen Barta! We appreciate all of your
dedication and hard work.

Randy Braunschweig

“Pardon the Turkey-BBQ Pork” Re-cap!

A total of 267 dinners were served. Ticket sales and business sponsorships resulted in a net profit of
$8,091.67. Thanks to all who purchased tickets. Thanks to all who helped serve the dinner. Thanks to
WELCA who paid for some supplies. Special thanks to the committee who in less than three weeks organized
this successful fundraiser. Members were: Sue Putra, Sue Weihert, Jean Kwapil, Mary Wolff, Tom Lees and
Bob Boxell. The $8,091.67 has been applied to reduce our building loan.
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[ o o e : |
| . . |
| . It’s time to order Christmas flowers.... |
| |
| q Poinsettia plants are used to decorate the Sanctuary each Christmas season. |
: ' You may make a simple donation of $15.00 or more to our Christmas/Winter :
| /V display in honor of or memory of a loved one by December 19th: |
| |
| |
| |
: Env. No. :
| Flower Donation: S |
| |
| |
| FLOWER DONATIONS I
| |
. |
| Given by: I
| |
| |
| |
I In honor/memory of: (Please circle one per sheet) I
e ]

____________________________________________________ .

ELCA World Hunger Appeal: :

Please make checks payable to: Immanuel/ELCA Hunger Appeal. Please include your |

envelope number. Your gifts must be received by December 19th. :

Given by: :

E N I

In honor/memory of: (Please circle one) nv. No. :

|

|

———————————————————————————————————————————————————— o

End of the Year Reminder
Thank you for your generous financial support throughout the year. New Year’s Eve Day, December 31% is the
last Sunday of 2023. Even though they will not be deposited in the bank until 2024, all offerings received at
that service will be credited to the 2023 contribution statements. The table below provides information on
how other end of the year contributions are credited.

Type of Contribution Report | Report
in 2023 | in 2024

Check written in December 2023 and deposited in the mail and postmarked XX
in December 2023 but not received by the church until January 2024

Check dated December 2023 and deposited in church offering in January XX
2024

Check written and deposited in church offering in January 2024 but “back- XX
dated” to December 2023

Check written and deposited in church offering in December 2023 but “post- XX

dated” to January 2024

Check written in December 2023 and deposited in the mail in December
2023 but not postmarked until January 2024 and not received by the XX
church until January 2024
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Immanuel Ladies Lunch Bunch
We usually meet the 4th Tuesday of the

Look for more info on a January meeting.

month, but we will not meet in December.

Bereavement Group -

We will meet again on Tuesday, November
19th at 11:00 am upstairs in the Youth
Room.

W-ELCA & IMMANUEL'’S CIRCLES

W-ELCA Board will meet on Tuesday, December 5th @ 10:00am

Quilter’s are meeting in the Multi Purpose Room at 9am on:
Tuesday, December 5, Wednesday, December 13

Bible Circles

Our Bible Circles continue to meet; you are welcome to visit either group.
Mary Circle invites you to a special Holiday event in December. Look for more information in This

Week early in December.

Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, December 21st at 9:30am in the Conference Room.

2023 HOLIDAY TRAIN

The Canadian Pacific (CP) Holiday Train will return Watertown on its 25 anniversary annual cross-continent trip. The
train will be making a stop in Watertown on Monday, December 4th, at the Brandt/Quwk Park parking lot and will

arrive at 7:50 pm. Musical performances by Tenille
i Townes and Breland Porter will be from 8:00pm to

8:30pm.

Holiday Train shows are free to attend. CP asks attendees

N\ to bring a cash or non-perishable food donation for the
Watertown Food Pantry. The food pantry board is

looking for volunteers to help collect food and monetary

donations at this event. If anyone can help, please contact Dawn at

dwestenberg.immanuel@gmail.com.

The Watertown/Jefferson County Salvation Army is doing everything
we can to provide for the many individuals and families who need emergency
assistance with food, rent, utilities, and other critical support.

Volunteers are needed to ring bells during the local 2023 Red Kettle
Campaign. The campaign begins November 18th and extends through noon
on December 23rd. To volunteer, call Lori at 920-261-7165.

Thank you!
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October 2023 and @ ' |
Hometown Mission Fund R@S ES

Beginning balance: 10/01/2023 $402.67 SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER . . .

Deposits $ 4,600.00 7 Watertown Leadership Group
12 check(s) written -$1,760.51 14 Cross Lutheran

Service fees $7.53 21 St. Paul’s Episcopal

Ending balance 10/31/2023 S 3,234.63

28 Cornerstone of Grace

21 contacts made in October

9 families received assistance Bread & Roses - October Report
Community Laundry Beginning Balance 10/01/2023 $3,698.16
October Deposit $1,010.52
Beginning balance: 10/01/2023  $2,208.44 October Expenses $1,268.00
PLUS: Deposits $600.00 Ending Balance 10/31/2023 $ 3,440.68
PLUS: Interest $0.05 Savings
'g"n'(:gszb‘;‘:'at:fgal"(‘)’j; 12023 X —i% Savings Balance: 10/01/2023 $3,543.32
8 ) October Withdrawal: $1,000.00
Loose Coin on Hand 10/01/2023  $ 169.50 Ending Balance: 10/31/2023 $2,543.55
Withdrawals $ 900.00 Guests Served: 10/01 - 10/31/2023 1,012
Coin thrown in & used at laundry $ 56.50
MINUS: Operating Cost -$796.50

Loose Coin on Hand 10/31/2023 $329.50

Jam sales are going great. . .
103 families served in October
155 washer loads - 206 dryer loads Same price as last year - @
$5 each or 5 for $20 o5
Personal Essentials Pantrv We now have Raspberry' Grape,

Black & Blue, Blueberry and Blackberry.
We are recycling jars and rings now.

Beginning balance: 10/01/2023  $5,275.19

October Deposits $3,279.83 . .

’ Dropoff in the church office.
October Purchases $1,097.68 P
Ending balance 10/31/2023 $ 7,565.51

Noi'sg Oﬁeﬁng

Mission & Outreach will coordinate the Noisy Offering schedule. We will always (most usually)
have the Noisy Offering on the 3rd weekend of each month. If your group is interested in having a
weekend set aside please contact a member of the Mission & Outreach Committee.

December 17-18, our Noisy Offering will go towards Hometown Mission Fund. This fund helps
people with housing, prescriptions, gas, etc. There is always a need for this fund.

Start saving your change for this worthy project!
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Worship Attendance:

Membership Report - September 2023

8:00 | 10:30 | 6:30 9am/
am am pm Special | Total | Average Info/Service
2023
Sept.3/4 89 89 89 | Labor Day - final 9am - no Monday
Sept 10/11 94 65 23 182 61 | Rally Day
Sept 17/18 82 57 29 168 56
Sept 24/25 65 50 25 140 47
Totals 241 172 77 89 579
2022
Sept4/5 19 74 93 47 Labor Day - final 9am
Sept 11/12 89 51 34 174 58 | Rally Day
Sept 18/19 98 47 30 175 58
Sept 25/26 84 65 23 172 57
Totals 271 163 106 74 614

No Baptisms in September

No Funerals in September

Baptized: 840*
Confirmed: 710*

*These are the numbers that are available
through our current membership software.

Worship Attendance:

Membership Report - October 2023

8:00 | 10:30 | 6:30 | 9am/
am am pm Special | Total | Average Info/Service
2023
Oct. 1/2 75 43 24 142 47
Oct. 8/9 91 62 25 178 59
Oct. 15/16 92 99 20 211 70 pulled pork dinner
Oct. 22/23 93 57 28 178 59
Oct. 29/30 69 36 19 124 41
Totals 420 297 116 0 833
2022
Oct. 2/3 73 52 27 152 51 Turkey Dinner
Oct. 9/10 75 32 31 138 46
Oct. 16/17 92 91 25 208 69
Oct. 23/24 107 25 19 151 50 | s.s. led 8am service
Oct. 30/31 73 58 22 153 51 Reformation
Totals 420 258 124 0 802

Baptism:

Penelope Louise McDonald, October 15, 2023

Deceased:

Bruce Allen Zwieg, July 18, 1957 — October 20, 2023
Wanda Lynn Christian, November 7, 1956 — October 24, 2023

Wedding:

Dannielle Konz & McKinley Breen, October 7, 2023

Baptized: 838*

Confirmed: 708*

*These are the numbers that are available
through our current membership software.
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Treasurer’s Report - October 2023
Actual Weekly Income

Income

Other
Debt Building Mission Budgetary Capital Other
General | Retirement | Offering Support Designated | Campaign | Designated Total
10/1 7,315.50 — 160.00 100.00 650.00| 11,200.00| 2,722.67| 22,148.17
10/8 7,636.00 — 55.00 120.00 30.00| 7,830.00( 2,791.67| 18,462.67
10/15 5,781.00 — 55.00 20.00 36.00| 8,382.00( 2,227.83| 16,501.83
10/22 3,200.50 — 55.00 20.00 15.50( 11,125.00 581.19| 14,997.19
10/29 4,086.00 — 55.00 20.00 50.00| 4,270.00 153.31 8,634.31
TOTALS: | 28,019.00 —-| 380.00 280.00 781.50 | 42,807.00( 8,476.67| 80,744.17
Year-to-Date GENERAL Budget $311,589.00 Actual $309,660.08
Needs (Week #44)
Year-to-Date CAPITAL CAM- $250,000.00 Actual $258,282.80
PAIGN Budget Needs (Month #10)
Year-to-Date OTHER Designated $31,517.67

Loan Expenses: Line of Credit: $ 0.00
Immanuel’s Promise: Loan Balance: $1,080,000.00
(Interest paid in October: $5,847.73 and Principle paid in October: $31,500.00)

Memorials:
James Conant: General-$50.00; Hometown Mission-$25.00
Wanda Christian: Hometown Mission-$25.00; Capital Campaign-$50.00
Harvey & Margit Buss AND Martin & Alouise Knoebel: Capital Campaign-$500.00

Honorarium:

GIVING REMINDER:

The opportunity continues for us to decrease the principal on our building loan through end

of January 2024 before we begin a mortgage. Let's pay down the principal as much as

possible together! Please consider giving to this effort now. Our goal is to raise $100,000 by

the end of January 2024 to bring the loan amount below $1,000,000.

You can give online on our website, write a check, or use vanco or Venmo.

Thank you for your commitment to the present and future of Immanuel and the ministry we

do for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES IN DECEMBER

L 4
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Jose Villanueva
Jennifer Vogt
Jodie Wolff
Lohny Seeber
Thomas Gaugert
Vikki Kohlhoff
Joyce Nemitz
Shawn Nemitz
James Seibold
Dallas Grosenick
Kaden Patoka
Kinley Temby
Dennis Dick

Carl Krueger
Jennifer Szalanski
Cheryl Witte
Jenna Rennhack
Justin Agar-Pratt
Janette Gosdeck
Marilyn Lange
Matthew Triana
Kenzley Bengtson
Randy Kleba
Lana Petersen
Kasten Uttech
Trisha Villanueva
Kathy Zwieg
Jaime Straub
Josie Sukow
Chase Carpenter
Jenna Martin
Margaret Miller
Kaitlin Travis
Kurt Zimdars
Doug Zwieg

Carl Matson
Curtiss Buss
Tristan Lascari

15
15
15
16
16
16
16
17
17
19
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
23
23
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
28
28
28
28
29
30
31
31
31

Mya Grosenick
Patrick Hills
Terry Zoellick
Linda Buss
Chris Carpenter
Izak Jensen
Christine Seeber
Sandy Rullman
Nic Wolter
Wyatt Young
Janina Kroll
Laura Wolter
Courtney Kuehn
William Werning
Matthew Wolff
Heather Young
Victoria Galston
Barbara Polenski
Tom Voigt
Jacob Olszewski
Shauna Pichette
Ellen Schauer
Cathy Winker
Tom Workman
Ryan Lange
Adam Loeber
Janice Ruehlow
Todd Schmidt
Evelynn Wolter
Brian Grosenick
Casey Gutzdorf
Linda Page
Douglas Schilling
James Surdick
Sally Smith
Colin Androff
Caitlin Berndt
Ellee Jensen

Wedding Annivergaries!

4
5
7

15

19

27

31

Clay & Kris Stocklin

Tom & Kay Voigt
Carissa & Ryan Theis
Dianne & Clyde Kennedy
Phil & Sheila Strunz
Richard & Joyce Daevel
Brian & Cheri Hoffman

If your date is missing, please call the office.
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Ministers: All the people of Immanuel

Rev. Carina Schiltz, Pastor

Matt Stein, Director of Music Ministries

Janis Shackley, Office Manager

Dawn Westenberg, Financial Secretary
Trevor Thom, Director of Congregational Life

Notify Janis @ jshackley.immanuel@gmail.com if you would like to receive the Messenger online INSTEAD of U.S. Mail.

carinas.immanuel@gmail.com
mstein.immanuel@gmail.com
jshackley.immanuel@gmail.com
dwestenberg.immanuel@gmail.com
thomt.immanuel@gmail.com
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Junaeel, December 2023

Evangelical Lutheran Church

Sun

3

ADVENT 1

8:00a Morning Worship
9:15a Education Hour
9:15a NeMO

10:30a Worship - Welcome
New Members

10

ADVENT 2

8:00a Morning Worship
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Worship

Caroling after service

2:00p Recital - White House
of Music

17

ADVENT 3

8:00a Morning Worship
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Worship w/S.S.
Program

4:00p Candlelight Concert

Mon

4

10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

5:15p Mission &
Outreach Conf. Room
6-8p ESL Classes
Youth Room

6:30p Evening Worship

7:30p Bells Practice

11

10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

5:00p Endowment
6-8p ESL Classes
Youth Room

6:30p Evening Worship

7:30p Bells Practice

18

10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

No Faith Formation
6-8p ESL Classes
Youth Room

6:30p Evening Worship

Noisy Offering for Hometown Mission

24

Christmas Eve Services
11:00 a.m. Worship

4:30 p.m. Worship

6:30 p.m. Worship

31

New Year’s Eve
9:00a Lessons & Carols

25

Christmas Day
Service

9:00 a.m. Worship
Office Closed

No Food Pantry
No ESL classes

Monday, Jan 1
Office Closed

No Food Pantry
No ESL classes

Tue

5

9:00a Quilter's
10:00a W-ELCA
Youth Room

12

No Food Pantry
Board Meeting

19

11:00a Bereavement

Support Group

6:00p Congregational
Council - Conf. Room

26
NOILLB.

Wed

6

10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

3:30p Confirmation
6:30p Faithful Men
7:15p Festival Choir

13

9:00a Quilter's
10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

3:30p Confirmation
6:30p Faithful Men
7:15p Festival Choir

20

10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

11:30a Book Club @
Osaka Hibachi
3:30p Confirmation
6:30p Blue
Christmas Service
No Faithful Men

No Festival Choir

27

10-12p ESL Classes
Youth Room

No Confirmation

No Faithful Men

No Festival Choir

Thu

7
No Worship & Music

14

21
9:30a Sarah Circle in
Conference Room

28

Fri
1
Bring in your baked
goods today between
Noon to 3pm
8
15
22
29

Sat

2

Mistletoe Market

9am to 2:30pm
Craft Fair & Bake Sale

16

9:00a Choir Rehearsal
10:30a Rehearsal for
Children’s Program

23

30



Immanuel’s 150th Anniversary

Mark your calendars NOW for January 2025 when we will celebrate the 150th Anniversary of our
congregation.

Did you know ... On November 14, 1969, Pastor T.A. Cromwell lead a folk music worship service with 20 of
Immanuel’s youth; included among the 20 was Joy Lindert (now known as Joy Rohr).

Watch for more fun facts in the coming months!

Socks and Undies Sundays return in January!

Mission and Outreach will be sponsoring a sock and underwear drive for our local elementary schools during
the month of January. A barrel will be set out in the narthex and Immanuel is encouraged to fill it to the brim.
Boys and girls undies size 6 to adult medium are needed. Socks up to adult size are also needed. This year
we’re including the Gosling Nest so girls ‘boy shorts’ and boys boxers and boxer briefs would be appreciated.
Start checking out those sales and help make this drive for our kids a big success!

Large Print Bibles Available

If you, or someone you know, would
like a large print Bible, have them
stop in the church office. For more
information, call 920-261-1663.
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Congregation Council Meeting
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church
Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at 5:45pm
Location: Conference Room

PRESENT: Bob Boxell, Emily Lessner, Ruth Mack, Sue Weihert, Rev. Carina Schiltz, Brian Konz, Andy Woodard,
Ryan Lessner, Katie Bartelt, DeWayne Roberson
ABSENT: Sue Putra

Call to Order
President DeWayne Roberson called the meeting to order at 5:45pm. A quorum was present.

Opening Devotion

Vision Victories
Lots of exciting things that have been going on in church including members of all ages; Last week great
attendance at Sunday School; Thankful for 15 women at the Bible Study today

Approval of Meeting Agenda
Normal agenda was suspended.

Financial Report
Excellent progress on loan repayment including Pork Dinner proceeds.
Finance Committee met and reviewed budget to be approved by Council on December 19, 2023.

Finance Committee has approved and proposed to the council the restructuring of payment to fill-in
musicians to $150 for first service, additional S50 for second service.

MOTION: To accept the Finance Committee musician payment as presented.
By: Ruth Mack, Second: Bob Boxell — Motion carried by voice vote.

Finance Committee made and approved a motion and brought to the council to pay a substitute ordained
pastor to follow Synod guidelines, and to pay a substitute non-ordained pastor at 2/3 the rate.

MOTION: To accept the August 2023 Financial Reports as presented.
By: Ruth Mack, Second: Andy Woodard — Motion carried by voice vote.

Pastor’s Report
Committee Reports

The council received written reports from multiple committees of the congregation via email prior to the
meeting.
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Old Business

e 150" Celebration for Immanuel
Pray for good weather
Planning going well
e Bread & Roses Program
o Facilities and board concerns
o Verification of current agreement and plans moving forward
o Investigate concerns further and resume discussions at next Council meeting

Cemetery Committee

Calendar Review

11/19 - Sunday - Ecumenical Services

12/2 - Saturday - Mistletoe Market - 9:00-2:30 pm
12/16 - Saturday - Pageant rehearsal

12/17 - Sunday - Children’s Christmas pageant
12/17 - Sunday - Candlelight Concert

Closing Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

Adjournment
MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 6:54 PM.
By: Brian Konz, Second: Andy Woodard — Motion carried by voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Katie Bartelt on behalf of Emily Lessner
Secretary

Please notify the Church Office If You. ..

e Have moved.

e Have a new phone number.

e Have a new e-mail address

¢ Have a child go off to college and want them to receive the Messenger online or U.S. mail.
¢ Have someone in the hospital.

With updated information, we are able to keep you up to date on all the great things that are happening at
Immanuel Church.

DECEMBER 2023 MESSENGER

12



PASTOR HAS THE LAST WORD!

December 2023

Advent is a welcome season. The word "advent" means "coming" or "arrival". It is a season of preparation
where we consider both the coming of God made flesh in Jesus Christ, and look for the second coming of
Christ and the renewal of all things.

Advent is a season of small candle flames in the darkness, a season of waiting and watching and expecting, a
season of hope. What do you hope for, dear church?

This year we have three short but potent weeks of the Advent season before Christmas Eve falls on a
Sunday. Three weeks to contemplate, expect, and embody hope. Each Sunday will have a theme centered in
hope: hope for God- with-us, hope for transformation, and hope for restoration.

We will sing portions of the hymn "All Earth is Hopeful (Toda la tierra)" at the end of each Advent worship
service. This song, written by a Roman Catholic priest from Spain, gives voice to the Advent hope that all
creation sings together--new life for all the world, freedom in Christ, God-with-us.

KEEP UP WITH IMMANUEL SERVICES IN ANY OF THE WAYS LISTED BELOW

Cable Broadcast Web Site & YouTube:

Channel 985 & WatertownTV.com watertownimmanuel.org/online worship
Tuesdays at 12:00p & 7:00p
Sundays at 4:00p

FaceBook:
facebook.com/watertownimmanuel
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IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mission Statement

Celebrating God’s grace in Jesus Christ. Accepting all unconditionally.
Growing in God’s call to serve the world

Rev. Carina Schiltz, Pastor
T Matt Stein, Director of Music Ministries
| Janis Shackley, Office Manager
]_J Dawn Westenberg, Financial Secretary &
Volunteer Coordinator
T \‘ / Trevor Thom, Director of Congregational Life

J - Phone  920.261.1663
A \ 7' Website  watertownimmanuel.org
“ Email watertownimmanuel@gmail.com
\

p E A C E Worship Services -
i m VA ! Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
. . Vi ’. S Monday 6:30 p.m.

Holy Communion at Every Service
All are Welcome!
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